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THE 3DI TOR S4.Y!:, - " TH~NlC YOU11

: 

t. s Co- ti di tors, my collGague and I a.r e probably 

rat he r unusunl . Inst ead of disc uss in g plans across 
a t P. b l e, or s~at ed i n r-: c ou p l e of cbn irs by F.. fi r e , 

we P,re over 30 0 mil~ F;J np.n.rt. We hP.vu to conf\:r by 

post or n.n occasionP .l 1 ph on t: cr..11 . You cP.n 't BRY 

mu.ch in six minut e s 9 R.nd when you A.re suddenly cut 
off P.t the vitnl .:no,;:n~nt , n s bP.s hP.ppen~d more tmn 

onc e, it t~ nd s to b ~ E:Xas pern.tin g . Thus our tP.sk in 

getting No . l publis h~d within fiv e weeks of initiP.l 

plt UL"1.i n g · / A.s no eP.sy orn;;. Mor (;ov er, in th ~ be c;innin , 

w~ bP.d to .me(;:t nu..raerous s et bP.ok s P.n d disr .pp oi .nt

ments. OptimstiCF'.lly we fix ed "· d,.qto on ,·,.ihic h wu 

mi gh t h,,.v e t he is su e co ople t (jd, Rn d '::e r:r.y be for 

given ~ feelin g of sn tisf r..ction when we sny our 
obj e ct wns n chi eved on th e v ery ~~y. The only Alte 
r .tion \1/f',S) we gnv e e ight ..:ior e µl ge s tmn we origin

P-lly intended! No editor, sCf'.nnin g th (:: first copy 

of r-i. n ewspap er de sti n ed for r?. m m.mot h circuls-~tion, 

cou l c1.. h-"l.ve fel t prou d1;:r th?,t he did ,,1hen thri.t dr.y 

r>.rrive d . Nov,., t hta copies bF,ve be en di s pr,.tched to th 
r:r.jority of En glish counties, to \'lr-\lc u , Scotlnnd, 
Northern Ir e lP.nd ~.nd E ir e , to it ust:rr" .l iP. , Ne\.v Ze1'.'.l

r.n d , CP.nndn P,n<l the U.S. t... Not .au.ch tin d .h?.s elr.p

s1.::d , but i:>.lr e,,,dy expr e s s ions of opinion r.r e flowin ~ 
in. .'.l.s w~ re"' .cl the ::i w~ feG l it Wf'.S all ,,Jorth whil b , 

for so far , it is flowers al l the way 5 kindly , gen 

erous compliments from all sides . Particularly plea 
in g were congratulations fro m three masters of the 

art of story writing . Mr.F •. ~ddington Symonds, Mr. 

R . . ' • . H. Goodyear , and Mr.Charles Hamilton, and a very 
generous tribute from Mr .J oseph Parks , publishemof 

our contemporary "The Collecto rs' Miscellany " . In 

just one or tv,o instances wa s there a note of cri t
iciam. One came fro m an este emed friend who ha ppene 

to be born befor e th e great najorit-J of us. To him , 

DFl.tu:rall y , there appeared to be too much about what 

he termed "the moderns", but nevertheless he po.i d a 
tribute a nd wish ed the C. D. every success. Well th e e 

wer e th e d&ys when th er e was R go odly comp=u1y of co 

leotors who wlued "The Boys of Engle..ndn l) "The Boy s 
StP.ndar d " , "Comrades 11 Rnd t he rest, j u st as highly 

a s the oun er enera tion do "Th8 1'&:l. et 11 11Th~ Sex 



.,..,...,. ....,...<-,i:\ ..... 1::: .u.L orfl..ry" and. other s o:f th e 11moderns ;, . But 
enevi-te.bzy, Ff'.ther Time Ilfl,s "tP.ken his toll , P.nd the 
If',nks o:f the Viotori Rns A.re SP.dly thinned. HA.ppily 
there are still some who Fi.rE: A.s keen P.s ever, P.nd 
the jo'l.ll"l'lflls of the nineteenth century .hfl.ve Rn hon 
oured pJAce in the history o:f boys p=\pers. We shell 
~ndeavour to give those who are left their quota and 
i:f any of the little b3.nd care to submit articles on 
their favourites we shall be pleased to .b.-'1.ve them so 
that others c~n see there were :fine p:1.pers too, long 
befo r e they were born . 

It is quite impossible for us to reply to All th~ 
friendly letters that hA.ve come along nor to n.oknow -
l edge , so we say here to ea ch and every one, "TWi.I:fK 
YCXJ". . Yours -sincere]¥ , 

HERBERT LEOKENBY. 
p. S: 
---~s we state d thA.t p:i.yment for No.l was optional, 
s ome of t hose wh o .have n ot written possibly thought 
there w~.s no necessity to n clmowledge it, intending 
to s-mrt their subs. with No.2 . We are , therefore, 
sending copi e s o:f this Issue to a l l who received 
No.l. We should be grateful 7 t here:fore, i:f Rll who 
wish to continue would let us know promptzy to emble 
us to calou1P .te requir ements for No. 3. 

"The Colleotor's Dig est" subscription R.etes: 
Single copies l s.ld post :free. Three oopi~s (on 

publication) 3s . 3d post :free. Six copies 6s.6d post 
~ree. Pos"b:1.1 Orders to be m:>.de :pp.ynble to H.Leckenby, 
nt York, un - orossed • 

. ~dv ertis ement RAtes : 
SIIBll A.dvertisements ld per word (name and addre is 

will be inserted free o:f charge). 

Contributions intended :for publication are, if 
possible , to be typewritten ,on sheets the same size 
a s this ~ge. 
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STOP PRESSl Billy Bunter return~ from the Grav~ 

Just in tim~ for insertion in this issu e ca.mu a 
letter from _ Frank Richards containin g some surprisin 
and remarkBble ne ws. It will set bis arrqy of admirers 
agog 1·/i th excitement. Here it is:-

Dear Herbert Leckenb-.t 5 
2nd Dec. 1946 , 

Very IIBny thanks for your letter and copy of Th(:: 
Collectors Digest. It rrakes very entertaining reading 
indeed . 

I should .have wri ttE:ln sooner to thank you for thi . 
but I have been up to zrw vene:rn.ble eRrs in Gre friars 
Did I tell you tba t at long la st I have d eci e o 
let Billy Bunter come bn.ck ? Thti A.P. hav~ no 1·1 no 
objection and in point of fact it \IRS impossible to 
refuse to do what so m=i.ny old ref'l.d E:rs dem-.,.nded. I \'IP. 
P.stonished indeed , thP.t is putting it mild].y, by the 
shoRls of letters th~t followed the Picture Post nrt 
icle nlmost nll of them P.sking for Greyfrif'.rs r:.gr,.in. 
I don't unders'&"1.nd it evE:n yet . Nine to one \vf'.nt Grey 
friP .rs, not mor~ thfi .n ten per cont ~.sking for St. Jitts 
nnd not more tbl"ln two or thre8 per cent for Rookwood, 
In vie w of this Greyfrinrs hnd to come bnck, but you 
or>.n guess th"'l.t I wr:i.s very gLr.i.d to he.c:i.r from the A.P. 
t.hP.t they h~d no objection. 

"Billy Bunter of Greyfrir.rs School" 1 f'\ story of 
novel length, will b~ publish1:;d by Chri.rles Skilton & 
0 o. Ltd. The price is not yet settled but ~~ill pro 
bnbly be Pi.bout 6so Od. The first volume wil l be fol
lo 'vved by mort:, nt rl:'!guL..,.r intervr-i.ls o It is r-:i.ther r:. 
new ider . to publish Bunter in the form of sub8V\ntir. 
volu.m~s, the length of c,n P..Ve:rP.ge novel, P.nd I s.br.11 
hope th?. t it wi ll t>e "· BUccess o . 

Merretts I expect, will be putting out ls.Od Bun 
ter volumes. Now that the fat old bean is coming blc 
there will not be a Bunter shortage in the future. 

By the way, Top.ham and StoOlive's are now on the 
mrket. They can be bad at Woolworths. The publisher 
tell me they oe.n' t supply by post owing to staf'f 
shortage. With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely 9 

, Frank Richards . 
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( \'1~ ll, t.het 1 s g rand ne d s :for the }iew Year! The 

Top.ban and st . Olive's stories by t.he vJe.y 13,re priced 
4-td, and ap pear as the 1'Jaacot Schoolboy and School
girls Series respectively. One in 1'Top Study n t '.:1op
mm11 and the other 11:F'eme].P. of St. Olive's n. Edi tor. ) 

(L9.ter: l~1ih Dec. Billy Bunter of Greyfr:Lnrs 
School is nov; in the publishers bP,nds). 

11THE LOV~BIE JJ 1.A.ROY 11 by Herbert Leckenby 

Re-turning to my office one summer evening during 
thu war I sto pped to speak to the military policerran 
on guard at the ent:rA.nce. He W?.s a bn ttle scBrred 
veteran, of rP.ther :fearsome cou11tE;11.A.nce i but quite n 
.hnr..J..le.ss souJ. ,1.b.en you got to 1mm, him. The hour Wfl.s 
late and if h e kept his ,.,~n ther eye open he could 
relBx tci. little. Sticking out of my pocket w:::i.s n rol 
of "Gems", papers I ho ped to browse over for odd mom 
en ts during the night watches. '!:f e .oha tted for a whil 
then he se. id II Got owt to read there - SUilllIB t to pass 
the time on after t ' officers' been round? 11 Rather 
b;,shful].y I vii thdre w the J;Bpers; I vvn. s n=i. ther doubt
ful about a 11G-em" bein g of interest to B grim fuced 
"red-oo.p". But I got a pleasnnt surprise! The one 
\vhich ce.ught his eye .hP.ppened to be th~ .t J.nat blue 
oovered issue, 11Unde.r Guss-.r•s Protection" (No.43fi) • 
. t vdde grin spread over his fnoe j tmnsforming it so 
thet the troops wouldn't mve recognised himt A.nd he 
e-x:oleimed , 11Vlell 1 Ah' 11 be danmed, Gu.say! Vlhere the 
hell did you get this? 11 He ... vn.s ri.a excited FI.S some 
oolleotors' I oould mention, opening R pq,rcel con
wining some long sought for "M1.gnets 11 or 11Union 
JP.oks 11• "Bring back memories, do they? 11 I BRid. 
11Memories? .lh'll BP.y they do 11 he chuckled, "Why Ji.h 
remember buying these~ this very number in :t'P.ct, thi 
very ruddy number. Ah I d just left school 11

• (Yes , 
he I d onoe been a bo;r ! ) His grin broadened) 11Ze, how 
I used to Jaug..h e.t Gussy . · What a beggar he was for 
:f'Bllb:l.g in love with t' gi.rls. I 1 11 borrow this if ye 
don't mind 11

• 

I said I didn't mind ~ and banded bim one or two l 
more~ t.he n ~ssed on to duty 1 thinldng I had done my 
day I s good dee do J.. day or two later, when he handed 
_:yhem 1:e.ok, h e v.ras profuse in .his tr..s.nks. As we ~~~ 
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he said 1·d t h a c huc k le~ 11Pity t' Gem doesn't oorae out 
now. If it did .t..h wonder ho w poor 0111d Gussy ud' be 
doin g a'bout ·his blin k in g clothin g coupons?" I had t 
laugh at tba t illuminatin g thought. It did nake one 
regret more tba.n ever that the 11(}em11 ~,as no more. Ho 
WOULD D'Arcy, or Martin Clifford, have dealt with 
tm . t perplexing problem .. 

Well, the other ni gh t I vvas turnin g the pa ges of 
ths .t la.st of the blue covers a r..d it recalled that 
episode with my friend the 'red-cap' when the nights 
vvere grin . Then I fell to runinating over th8 trials 
and triumphs of on8 of the nost lovable characters i 
the \vhole history of juvenile fiction 9 or any othGr 
fiction for tba t mttero His sliro.l elegant fiJUre va -
is h ed into the she.dews of ancient St.Jiti's a long t· e 
ago, but his Deraory lives w:ith us still. Let us re
call hi o for a while. 

The Honourable Arthur 4.gustus D'Arcy, second son 
of th e Earl of Eastwood, was the leadin g hun orous 
character of tht:: "Geo", just a~ Billy Bunter ~ms of 
the nr,ifagnet" . But there the cor.1parision ended, in 
o.11 oth er ways they were as thu pol0s ap::.rt. It says 
.mu.ch for the ini ci table skill of the one v·rn 1me1:,1 as 
Frank Richards - Iff-!.rtin Clifford, trot he could writ 
week nfter week, for over three dec D.des, n. bout t wo 
such diverse c.bo.rocters Rnd lenve one longin g for 
nore ~t the end as r:ru.ch ~s one did nt th 8 begiru1ing. 
D'Arcy was sllll and debonnire, Bunt er wn.s obese a:;:id 
slovenly; D 'Arey wn s generous~ Bunter v,n s greedy; 
D'Arcy vms .bnndso1;1e, not even Bunter's nother would 
SP.y he h-r....d P.ey good looks; D'~rcy WAS good et gH:mes 
r-md sat A. horse with grP. ce; Bunter w.rdJ,y knew the 
difference between Fl. cricket bnll a nd A :foot'tnll ri.nd 
would hnve fr-•.llen off P. donkey; D' -~rcy, scion of a 
noble house 1 wr-,, s R friend to Rll men; Bunter, son of 
A third rnte stockbroker, wP.s Pl. snob. Yet, for aver 
30 yeP.rs they ench mde rri.llions IP.ugh, D'.b.rcy 's 
lisp , his nonocle A.nd his concern :for clothes cnused 
P. s rm.ch RCTU.seoent Rs Bunter's :fanous post?.l .order o 

k.nd there WA. s even R difference in our mirth. You 
lnu ghed AT Bunter but JP..u.ghed WI~ D'trcy. You liked 
to se e Bunter ge t into troublld , but lw.d an instinct
ive wish to se .e D'lrcy get out of it ~ .t.i.nd even so ::ie-

l tine s th ere v'1P.s soo.ething like P., tet".r behind our 
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JF.u ,·.rh ter in the CFU'Je o:f 11the swell o:f St. Ji ra ' s ll. 

Th ere werE: the OCCP.sions when he fell in lave , for 
instance 1 P.nc1, ~s the r::ri.litA.ry polioe.IJP.n SP. id, he 
did quite o:ft0n. Well, it 'dP...S ~ll very nFl. turn 1, 
boys in their teens DO fRll in lave, even in their 
early teens . !~nd D '/.,.rcy like the rest j oft tines fel 
n victi n to the tender p::ission with neobers of the 
opposite sex whose yeP.rs ... 1ere rnny 20:re thA.n his; t".n 
~ctress J:Hybe . On such ocC?.sions he sho wered her wit 
gi:fts, ?.n<.1 ignored , 1:vi th lofty oontenpt, the obr .ff 
of his chUDS. Then in the end9 when the lov ely J.:>.dy 
ohided hl. n gently, pointed out t.hnt by thE: tine he 
had left school she would be in her forties and D3.y 
be brin gin g u p a fa:ri.ly and dismissed him with a 
motherly ld.ss . You laid your II Geni? down with a aus
:pioion of a lu n .p in the t.hroat and a sif.,h like "poor 
old Gussy". It was all ver.J hurran, and 1r~rtin Clif 
ford1 .handled the touch of pA.thos with mqsterly 
skill. 

D' 6..rcy , o.hivalrous fellm ·, that he was~ bad a sub 
lime fait h in his fello\ 'J .:1en. There was an occasion 
when he ran away from St. Jim's , not on account of 
his m;.,rn misdeeds, but through some trouble his scall -
wag younger brot h er had got into. Tra.!'.llping to London 
he IIBde the acquaintance o:f a tramp, and they journ
eyed on together. They spent the night under the 
stars, with mother earth for a bed. vi hen D 'Arey wol>::e 
he found he was alone. He OA.me to the conclusion 
that his friend the tromp hP.d gone dovm to r:i. nenrby 
stroo.Ll for 8. wash. DeA.rs guileless Gussy! He er.me t 
earth a little later vvhen he found his \'v'P.. tch nnd mon 
ey m d de:pRrted too! 

Jo.hn N.Pentelo wj in those delightful biographies 
of the boys of St.JiLl' s, summed up Arthur Agustus 
perfectly in a sentence 1:vhen he described hl.m thus: 

n Simple ~ yet no si.opleton , proud \vi thout a 
touoh of snobbery, brave and tender h earted, 
e. · very hwran boy~ and yet a great gentlemn 
in the best sense of the word". 
Yes , that was Gussy emotly. It was written when 

the "Gem11 was only about elev-en years old; he had 
n:e.ny trials and adventures e.~ter tliat ) but he re
n:e.:1.ned the sa:r:2e to th e end. 

George Orwell, that provooative critic, in one 
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n is essays, .has P. sneer a.t the 11Ger:r11 arid t h.a "}p.gn et 
s.'1:,ring they \tere full of snob H:ppeal 1;i t h e. de li be r
P.te policy of r.F.kin g the yo ut h ful r02.d e r hav e Fl. pro
per respect for t hcl hi gho r st:re , i;p. s of society. ~.ybe 
he wp..s thinldn g of D '.4..rcy ~.nd Lord Nr-.u1ever er. But 
Orvv'ell WA.s mlkin g through his hnt. ~rthus Agu.stus 
never r:r.d e any vil1F .g e yout h rnise his hr, t one inch 
higher to the squire , or ~ - London boy step off th e 
pP.veI!lent for r-. dweller in :r.r.yfnir •. '-.nywr..y, the m n 
who 1'JP. s re sponsib l e for D·1 t..rcy effectivc:ly det:\l t 
vd. th TuI:r • Orwe ll. 

D 1Arcy, as J.M. P . so aptly put it, was a v-e-ry 
hUJJa.n boy. He bad his faults thank goodness. He was 
stubborn once he bad .rn.de up his mind, nothing would 
move him. If he had dee ided to s p end half-an-hour 
choos ing a tie, and a train he and his chun s had to 
catch went in twenty mi nutes> they would rai ss the 
train unless they got hin to the station by min 
force . He bad also a fir ~ belief that he could sing 
tenor solos, when everyone else wa.s sure he coul d 
not. He again had a h igh opinion of his powers as a 
s portsnan . He bad some ju st ific a tion there thou gh 1 

for so me ti n es he flew do wn the win g to secure a 
vital goal, f.l.nd on mn y occasions his flashin g blad o 
h it off th 8 runs just wh en they were vi1anted. 4.nd his 
conceit wn.s uSURlly onzy a pos<;l, for he 1'*1. s n l t,in.ys 
willing to r etir~ grocE:ful]y in fn.vour of o. better 
mn when the ocresion r equired it. 

My frie n d the red-cap wondered how D 1.( •• rcy would 
have got over the clothing coupon proble ra. One al
most wi sh es the 11 Ge~" could baye continued if onl y 
to let us see how that grave situation 1vould be dee.l 
with. One thing we can be sure of, Gussy would have 
played the ga me. H:e would n ot have dabbled in th e 
black na r ke t, he would not have taken coupons fro m 
the other ·fello ws, even fro m his brother Wally, who 
nev er bothered 121U.Oh about clothes. He v1ouldn I t have 
to haLd out coupons for to ppers if he could ge t the e 
Shiny suits v:ould not look we 11 with glo ssy top per s i 

but Gussy would loyally b2.Y8 dressed th a t way ev en 
if it br..,_d r.1et=tnt o. puckere:t3. '··bro w a nd l!'I. :ieavy he r:1.rt. 
UnfortunRtely 1~1e shP.11 never know. 

D1/_rc y wP..S :::i.t St. Ji n 1 s R. long tin e, but not a dA 
too lon g. He \t'Jns t he re b efore Tow I:IerrJ. Son e of us 



k:ne, , h im bef ore the 11 Gem n WA.S born, for we rer:1ember 
his li:fJEt1Eca t:ianal entry in the d.Fty s o:f the yel.low bP.oke 
"Pluok 11

• For over three decades countless boys 
revelled in his esoapades in tbat r:ngio oorner o:f 
sussex whero all the inbHbit.P.nts used the SP.me oo.1-
endRr for q_ver thirty yoo.rs, yet p:i.mdoxiOAl]J" kept 
J8C e vlith the world outside. One sometines wonders 
wmt would .bRve happened if they .hnd rr.ll been nllow 
t o grow older like ordinary mortRls. Fortunately th 
weren't, but if it bad o~en so we can irmgine D'Arc 
in due course o:f time, becoming captain of St . Jim's. 
And we can be sure he •.,;,ould have made a good one. H 
would have ruled vv'i th a firm, but kindly 9 hand, and 
kept a :fatherly eye on the tenants of Study 6 in th 
Fourth Form :passage, and the scalJ.yrv'B.gs of the Thir • 

I:f that had been the po lioy we can visualise 
D ' _1,rcy doing .his bit i n w.ha t we used to oa 11 11the 
vwfl.rll. He t1ould claubtless .have been an officer in th 
Guarcls, unperturbed and i.mnB oula te in the dirt of t 
trenches. We can i.nBgine his men saying "We'll :foll 
good old Captain Gussy and his vvindow p;i.ne anywhere 1 • 

Then ~ when peace bad come ~~in , we might b:we 
r ea d o:f D '.t..rcy :following in the :footst eps of his 
brother, Lord Conway , and t::i.ldng a party of a new 
gene::roti.on o:f St . Jim's boys on n Continental tour o 
in e. G:iE.nt e.er op lnn e t o the Southern Sens. Tu.ter 
still of him really falling in love, ~.nd not beillg 
rejected a s in days of yore . And then --- Well , I 
think I had better st op , for by this time he would 
have been - well no, no one could inngine def\r old 
Gus at fi:fty-:five. 

~ I HOLI.mY I SERIES: by Tom a.rm tage 
Durin g the run of three famous schoolboy week

lies i 
11:Ma.gnet 11 

i 
11Gen 11 and "Nelson Lee 11 , so me of the 

most popu]ar stories were those whic h eventually 
beoa u e lmo wn as t h e holida y aeries. Of course eaoh 
year inoluded mny one or two-week yarns with a hol -
day :flavour, notably at Easter and Whitsun , but 
t hose I wis h sp.eoial.J.y to __ pe ntion - wer e praotioolly 
e.11 mid-SUBL1er vacation period and dealt wit h the 
a1vs ys excitin g adventures of our schoolboy heroes 
abrood. The 11Gem1

' didn't :feature mny of th e se stor :, 
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i es, only H bout 28 to 3l II l he Floe . tin g Scho ol 11 ,, 46 to 
50 11Ton Merry Out Westn,, etc. , 1187 to 1911 , South 
Afric:= 1.n S0ries, 12 97 to 13 02 , United S-tP.tes. 11541 to 
1644 B~zilL~n Congo s erie s , 863 to 859 Sr-i.h~:rn seriess 
965 , e tco Indif'l.n series, 1 017 to 102~ South Sef'.S9 
1099, etc., Hol}Y"rnod series, 122 8 to 123fJ, Pncific 
series. W.hilst the holid.."'l.y stories in the 11Gen 11 were 
quite reP.d ab le ~ on e did not get the er.De si:-1tisf 1;1.ctio 
r.s \·:ith t he 111.~.gn et" serie-s r.s in these , FrnnJ: .Rich
r::.rds {!I',ve th e n ost detP.iled P..nd P.ccu:rr.te dascriptions 
of ever J for e ig;n lr .1.nd in v"hich his c.bP.:rr>.cters sojour 
ne d for~ tin e. But by f~r - th e n ost consistent of ho 
iclP..y ntori e s wer e in th e "N€lson Lee Libr n ry". Ev8ry 
August , ·with fe w e:xceptionsy thd St.Frnnk 's boya' 
were to be founL1 in foreign J.P.nds. For"tunfl .tely th ey 
.bnd r. kind of pet Billionaire, Lor d. Dorrir.:ior e, pe r
h-"'.ps the o ost popuJF.r of P.11 11globe trotters 11 i n 
sc hoolboy fiction. Mr.Brooks r,:i.ther dre w the lon 8-
bow shF.ll we sr1.y, in sa n e of his holidP,y stories , bu 
still, ti ne bP.s proveu t.lm.t wh<>.t ,ms fn.ncy in , sny, 
1924~ wr:i.s fA.ct in 1944. For insvi .nce, th e \vonuerful 
"Ship of th e &->.bP.rn.11 whic h could jouxney on lr ,nd or 
seA. b:r t he use of cP,terpil], "l.r t:rr .ctors. On co up-.,.rin g 
r. 11.M",gnet;r serie s 1589-1598, wi th P. "Nelson LGB11 sl;jr 
ies 529-536, on e finds t.hP.. t the Greyfrir.rs stories 
n.re .oore detr\iled, perbP .ps r>. shP.de JJ.or e SP. tisfyin:s . 
(Both n bove e:xnoples n r1:;; South Sea stories) . However, 
one begri.n to look forvJr",rd to the 11g:rr.nd ne w S1.ll:Eer 
holidr i.y series 11 in the No L . L ., F\ncl E .E .]rooks cert
ninly [1".ve his reP.ders plerrty of e:p.joy~ble r e ...... ding. 
Le t us run bac k ov-er t he years a nd see what we .bad t 
read about. No.158, 15th June 1 1918, contained the 
first of an eight week _s series "Captain Bu:rton' s 
west". This was the first of the holiday s eries as 
the St.F~nk's stories had only been running since 
July of the previous year and readers \'Jere just be g
inning to kno w the characters . This series vra. s A. 

pretty good one ; a bout th e South Sea Isle .nds, vvhich 
see m to be ever popular with boyso Reprinted in the 
11Lionster Lib:rP..ry" No. l , 1925 . Next CA.me an AfriCRn 
series, Nos. 213 to 22 0. L"'i.' 192 0 OP.me ri . n1t h er longer 
set of stories , 264 to 27 4 j dealing wit h t he discov
ery of 8. rac e of whit e gi R.nts i n South AfilericR . By 

. now we wer e g ettin g used to the sitw .tion . This .,~as 
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a really good series with all the :fi=i.vouri te ch-'1.r
acters in the limelight, Nel son Lee , Lord Dorrimore, 
Umlosi, etc . (Continued) 

IiE TT&R BOX: 

As we antioi~ ted i J?,=\ t' s letter brought nn ~.VP..l
anche of indigl'.lf\nt retorts . We cr.n only find roo m fo" 
extracts frofil t\~o or three of them. In fRirness to 
Pf'\ t, however j we might ment ion tm t one oorreaponden i; 
agreed with hiL1 to some extent, but he \Vf'.nted plenty 
of news n..bout the p:,.pers in question. 

DeP.r Sir1 
Your r eP.der 11PF1.t " whose letter nppeP.red in No. l 

of the C.D. is evidentJ.y not R connoisseur .of good 
li tem i:iure else he would not ru=i.ve £l"l.de the rennrks 
he did conc erning the school stories in '1The Gem11 

"nd "The MP.gnet" Libmries. The writer of those stor-
ios is a genius, and is the only true grent writer 
nenrly ~.ll of whose works h-"l.ve consist~d of stories 
intended. exclusive],y fo:r you...ng re..-:tders. The stories 
in "The Gem" A.:nd "'.:'he :MP.gne t" were intended to nppeAl 
to reA.ders of e. wide range of A.ges - fron n bout 
eight to e ighteen - hence the need for nn:ny of them 
to oonmin a number of Rrrusing incidents very siraply 
described to ::i.ttr :-,.ct A.nd interest the y;ounger rend
ers -. The enrly 11M~gnets 11 were undoubtedly intended 
for older rooders tbP,n the "GeLJ.", for they oon-tP.inea 
very :few :lnoidents of this type. Then ) COI:lDencing ill 
r-.bout 3.919, the now ff'.1.nous cmracter , Wil linn George 
Bunter was rr.de nuch nore proDinent, thus rnking the 
"111P.gnet" ~ppe8.l to r-. L.1Uch wider mnge of nges thnn 
hitherto. Oonplete plots were never repeP. ted, but 
there were occnsionnl repetitions of thene, which, 
howe1"er, would not be noticed by re nde rs vi.king the 
J?1'pers every week? even over r. period of m:ny yer>.rs . 
w.G.Bunter can hardly be sa.id to be likeable, but he 
is, nevertheless one of Mr.Hamilton's . most brilliant~ 
ly drawn characters •• In this respect he is like a 
great m::.:ny other :famous fictional o.hEuf-l.cters t he. t we 
rr£y not actualJ.¥ like , thou gh we are very interestec 
in the m, and g:rea. tly ad.I'.lire the skill wtt.h ':.Jh.ich 
they arB depicted. (Com~re S.bBkeopeP.re's F.sJ_r::;A.i,.E.r 



---- -------- - - 37 ------ ---- ---
nnd S~go). The obj~ct of t h is l 8t t er is not to con
vert your reRder "Pr'. t 11 to P.n apprecir . tion of th e 
"I-~ gn et 0 f\!ld nGe I.111 but q r a fut n.tion of his re r.:R.r ks 
is nclcesSP ,ry lest they s h ould r.rislend ot h er readers. 

Yours truly 1 

Jo.hn R. Shnw. 

PA. t 's letter P.LP. zes n e. I did not t h ink nnyon.::: 
could cnll the ilI~ imet" P,nd II G1::::i11 over-:r,,.ted. I dis 
f\,gree thP. t the SRL! e sort of p.lots \'/ere ~served Up 
re gu.J,.t:>,rly. The P.ppen.l of tb.e stories JAy in the fnc 
tb?. t t h~y never :>.ffecte d t ha i :ip ossible; n.s for Bun 
ter. ~e 'Wf.'.s never intend8 d to be t~ ken s e riously. 
1-.. nyway the proof of t he padc1ing is in the e:,.ting. Th 
"r1'"'.gnet 11 and the 11 Geri ' recor d s tri.ke so ~ e beRting -
r.nd here I S Dy Tlt' ,!J.9 tOOo 

Ton SincJ.r,ir, 9 B:rf'.n stun Terr . Le eJ. s 10. 

I think Pnt is v ery .hP..rd on W.G.Th.mter ; n.s Billy 
h olds P. speciP.l pJ.z~ce in schoolboy fiction. In r,y 
opinion the 'fret:i .k' ch.".rncters of the Greyfrinrs 
stories, no~bly Coker 1 Fish Rnd Alon zo Todd, ~ r e t 
r::P.kin g of the n - with Ib.:1 t er P. t their her. d . 

J .J,:,,ge rley, liJlfoorings 11, PensilVf-\ ,CornW/1".l • 

WANTED : Certain ea.rly Magnet s, Gen s, Plucks ; espec 
ial!y Gens Nos . 16, 22,385 . Gladly buy or excba.n 3e. 
Sba.w 1 6 Colney Ha te l1 lane , London, N. lO o 
WANTED: Dreadnou gh ts - co np lete . Price 7 eto , to 
H.J.H.l?artlett v Peas Hill j S~1ipton Gorge ,Bridport, 
Dorset. 

WANTED: f-d Gen s and Enp ire Librariest 2/- ea.oh of
fe red . No.3 0 Too Mercy & Co; No.'38 Ton Merry ' s Con
quest; Boys Friend 3d Library wanted, 15/- ea.ch of-

. :fered; id and ld early GeDs and NB.gnets. Inter e sted 
in all old Boys Paperso 
Richard Whorwell , 29 A.spin.den Road ~ London , S.E.16. 

WANTED: Sexton Blake Libraries ; Thrillers ; Cherry 
Tree Libraries ; Jl,ir,.gnet-s;-CSohoolboys Own Libraries; 
in g ood condition. 
John ~'l .Ooc h er , Jnr., Victori 2. Cotta ge) Constitu tion 
Hill) Sudbury , Su:ffolk. 
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IET ME BUY you.~ duplie2.tes o:.: Schoolboys OWn, »igne 
G-en , Monster, Nelson Lee, Greyfriars, PopulA.r, Your 
Britain. SpeciP.l excmng~ service fo:r Schoolboys 
own, 4/- dozen plus your dupliOFLtes; nlso buying 
bound volunes ( on1y) of CP.pinin , Punch (f"l.:fter 1925) 
B.O.P. (afte:r 1912), Wide \!forld. 
J .::saguley, "Moorings", . Pensilvr: i , OornW'f\11. 

REQUIRED: EP.rly ?w-.gnets, red covers; n.lso enrly 
Gens, b!ue oovers. Highest prices P",id. 
T . Satchell, 84 Ankerd:iiie Crescent, Shooters Hill~ 
London, S.E . 18. · 
FOR S4.LE: Grey:friA.rs Holiday An.nu...,,ls, 1937 ~ 1938; 
also 25 Gems, 1918-20. Offers invited. 
R.Johnson, 31 Arg;fle street, BirkenheP.d. 

WANTED: M«\gn.ets b·etween 1925 A.nd 1933. List sup
plied on appliootion; .also Gens A.nd Holidr1.y Annuals 
1920, 1930, and 1931. 
Robert H. W:hi ter, 706 Lordship IP.ne, Wood Green ; 
London , N.22. 
WANTED: ~gnets, Gens, Schoolboys Own Lib~ .ry , etc. 
Pl&~se send details to:-
A .M. o . ." .. dley, D., L/FX7759l8, .".ir Gunnery S8ction, 
H.M. s. G".nnet, Eglington, Northern IreJAnd. 

wt ... NTED: / .. ldine Publia=i .tions, Turpins, ~ .ls, eto. 
:re. ay , 4 NuneP. ton Ro<1 d , Jr. genhno, Es sex. 

Yft..NTED: Sexton Blake Library 9 1920-35; Union Jack , 
1920-~2; Deteotive Weekly, 1933-34. . 
w.aoloombe , 256 Southsvenue, Southend-on-Sea,Essex. 
WtNTED: M3.gnets and Sohoolboys OWns, to oomplete set for binding . Send serial numbers and prioe to:
R. M.Jenkins, Cal.pe, 2 Town Hall Road, Ea:vant, Han.ts. 

W~NTED: To ooraplete a run - Union Jacks 5 Nos.1243, 
1244 ~ 1245 9 and 1252. t..ny reasonable prioe ~id for 
these issues . 
H.M.Bond, 172 Oaerphilcy Road, Bi:rohgrove, Oa.rdiff. 

WlNTED: Sexton :8lakes issued 1920-1930; also Blake 
Bust. lny reasonable Prioe pa.id. 
Rex Dolphin, The Wicket 5 Hyde Heath, Amershan,Bucks 



BOUQU3TS ; ( ~ fe v, ta ken at Randot1. ) 
I like the paper verr.J .r.ru.ch ind ee d . The gene ral 

set u p is ex cellent and I µirticularly li ke t he cov
er. T:ie large typ e for the ti t1 e is a great advant
age. I have read the whole paper and like all the 
contents especially the tribute to Mr.Gender, the 
Crossword, and !iir.Jenkins a.rticle. 

John R.Shaw, 6 Coln ey Hatch lane , 
Mllswell Hiil, N.10 • . . 

Excellent material, vr.i.ri ed F,md good. It should 
certainly go down well with all collectors. 

J .W.Geal , 60 Fleetwood Rood, 
Kin gst ·on , Surrey • . . 

Yours is a worthy effort. I SAt down to read it 
at once . It is a feast o:f reading. I at1 ~lresdy 8\ VB.i -
in g your next issue. 

W.L.Bo wden, Redruth, Corn vJR.11 • . . 
A gmnd effort. The ].p.,y-out is good wit h cloor 

and eR sily' rea.d print. 
M.Colcombe , 256 Sout h Avenue, 

Southend-on-Sen. . . . . 
Extrenely interesting and very brightly produced 

I hope it has oome to .stay _ and I should certainly 
like to see future numbers . 

F.Addington Synonds, 37 Holders Hill Drive, 
Hendonj N. W.4. 

I li ke it imraensely. A splen _d.id pip e r . 
Harry Dowler, 86 Hamilton Road, 

Longsight, lmnchester, 13. . . . . 
Deli ghted to ge t th e "Collector's Digest 11 

.. I hop 
it oay have a lon g and glo~ious life . It is a splen-
did achievenent. ~,c, ' 

J .Parks ) 2 IrNin ~venue, 
Ssltburn-by-Sea . 
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THE Tl-':REE ?.:'J SKE TEE RS ~ ( Continued fro n Pe.ge 14) 

l'To . 385 rn r li:e d a.n i :.1porta:nt evEmt in t h e destine of th~ 11l.'farvel 11
• The story title was 11The Eaz le of Death1t and it wa s t he fi rst of the fRn ous JP-ckj ~.o. , a nd Pete stories .. , nothe r 1'l.pp 1.,n.red in a fortnight, "The Death Sen tenoe n. Just over thirty of t hen P..ppe ed in the id series a nd wl:e n t .he pric~ WF\S increP. se S.Clarke Hook WP..s busy wr i ting t h enj v,fit h th e excep ion of R few odd wee ks, for net'lrly twenty yenrs . Yenrs l ate r, too, so~e of these storiBs of t he -id series 111Gre republis hed in the 11:Rr.nge r 11 sooe,i.b2 . t r evise d Rnd with t he n"..nes of t h8 chr1.r?..cters ch..,,n ge . Here are so me of t he aut hors 1 wh o, in addition to S.Olarke Hook, wrote fr equent ly fo r the three pa pe rs. ·Maxwel l Scott, Henry St . John, Re ginald Wray, .l' .. rthu.r S.Hardy, Paul Herring, .t .. lec G.Pearson , l&:l.rk furran , Jo hn G.Rowe ( who also \'!rote under si x pen names) , Herbe rt iYJaxwell and Charles Hamilton who , a Frank Rio.!.1.ards, beca r:i.e the rr.ost famous of the n ::111. 

The e.rtists included ·,. . H. Olarke, F . Breun> T. W. Holmes ~ /,..Wh ite , Fred Benne·t; t , "Val 11
, VT. M.Bowles , El,n d R. J .MacDonald. 

It is interesting to note tmt R .J . r.irnoDoreld is still P.. ctive Fi.nd Fred Be1Jnett' s 1;or k vl'as to be see n not so long ago! 
Looking throug h so ~e very e~rly issues recently 

I OP.ne P.croas sone of t he f ~.t:'.ilif' .r s ketc h es of Geo. Gatoo nbe, he whose - of, s o pret ty girls, very h-1.nd · so me men, nnd stern hP.wk f Hced mistresses, Rpper .red . hu."11.dreds of ti.!!les in t he pP..ge s of t he 11Girl' s Frien 11 

In t h ose early U .J's. I wr-i.s sur prised to see he wro e the stories too! 
.t .. nd now I will tell n little story of cy ovm. 
Some time a g o I was able to add a few more of t hese three papers to my co ll ection . . ~s I lo oked throu gh one particular copy oau g!1t my ey e. It was 

one of the 11Marvels 11 wit h a Jack > ~ m and Pete sto entitled 11The Haunted Fort 11
• I i mmedi a te ly sat up and too k notice, a. grin spre e.ding over ey fa.c e . My t .!1oughts went racin g ba.o k throu gh t he yeA.rs. The teac her was a burzy , easy - going S9"rt of fe llow s always known as 11&:i.m.r::w11

• He h.Rd some qunint, unorth odox i deas on -tea ohing, so I;1e of whic h 1./er e very popu]F,. r ~vi :_t;_11 the ~ds JdL.Qis omrg e . For in str.nee. er .cl_ 
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FridA.y E;fternoon he would SP.Y "Now :for the nr::xt hour 
you OP.n reA.d anything yo u like, but hrl.ve your histo 
books by you just in oose Anyone oooe s in. 11 Yes, AS 
I' ve said, we liked sorae of &l..l.!IIey''S WP.ys . Well, out 
would co me our "bloods" ( I usual]y ?.cting 11s P. kind 
of universn.l provider) and for an holll! we wer e nbsor 
bed in Diok Tur pin, DeRdwood Dick, t'!.nd t he r es t, 
insteRd of the doings of Henry VIII or Queen Anne. 
Yes, t he r e were times when we quite liked school. 

However, one afternoon tmt was NOT FridAy, I 
l1ad done rqy sums A.nd I noticed &imrqy wri.s busy rend
ing "· nev.JsJ;f'.per. Fron my pocket CP.me one of my PRPers nn d I settled down to r en d it . It wns "The HP.un
ted Fort". I WP.S unlucky, for . I oone to wi t h P. sit\ r 
when I sn.w SA.r::u:w towering ov er . r:ie-. "Hi , . \~hP. t' s the 
ideP .? It's not blood P.nd thunder dP.y11 he sn?.pped. 
"!IP.nd it over". I did AS I WP.s told. 

Afte r pmyer s, I stole bn.ok to the olnss room in 
quest of' cy "blood 11• &\new never went to prey ers, r-tn 
there he WA.S sitting br.ck in h is o.a-i.ir, his feet on 
the lid of his de sk, reP .din g "The HF\unted Fort". "Wbr. 
do yo u wr-mt?" he growled. "0-c-c nn I hri.ve oy pr'\per 
pleas e , sir?" I Rsk ed tinidly. "No, you. oon•t. Cloor 
off! Cf'.n 't you see I'D rendin g it?" ms ~.r:i.qy's re
tort, P.S he WP.Ved ne ri.wny with r!.n i up:i.tient gesture. 
DisconsolP.tely I went off home . 

·However, next .corning he droJ)ped the pP.pe r on cy 
desk with a non-coIJDi ttA.l grunt. More than once afte 
t.hnt when he net n e outside he woul d SP.y with 11. grin 
"Well, how's JP.ck, ~n a nd Pete getting on?". 

Sanqy died lon g years a go ; I an I!IU.Ch older than 
he was when he confiscated oy Japer, but I oan still 
when I feel the urge, turn to tlet very 11Haunted For" 
and the others whi ch recall the days when I was youn . 

WlNTED: Nelson lees, Monster Libraries, Union Jaoks 
~exton Blake Libraries , Detective Weeklies, Thriller, 
1'B.gne ts, Gens, Popu.Jars and Schoolboys Own Libraries 
C. Si np son, Ebor Mount, York Plac e, Knaresborough, 
Yorks hi r e. 

WANTED: Ohumss 19 03 ; Ca ptains, Boys Rea lr.a.ss All 
Sports, Sports Budget, Football Favour i te, Penny 

l 
Pictorial. H.Do wler, 86 Hamilton Rd . , Long si gh t, 
Manchester , 13. 
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4.UTHC-~·W l.lw THEIR FEN :i.;;'.,.I<IES: --- --- -----.. ------.... ~- by Herbert Leckenby 

Y/hen , sone three years a go, t he trut h be cane 
knovm about t: .1e authorship of t~::.e St .Ji .o 's, Grey
friars and Rookwood stories, it caused a great s-u.r
prise. In fact I kno w solJ.e who ha d read the stories 
for years who said t hey could not believe it. There 
'./ere others who lJa d suspected A.t least r.i. part of th 
tru:th. This, mybe, was to soI.J.e extent due to the 
fact tl1at tt.e boys of _j;he t h re e sc h ools were well 
P.oquainted with each. other. But this , of course, 
could have been ri.n ar:rRnge.oent between three n.uthor , 
ns ~ onG-tiB 0 editor of th.e v,.pers :rnther led us to 
believ.e. · 

Hor,ever, t b.rou gh out the yen rs 7 the St3c:ret vr.. s 
well kept . '.rhis 'dP,S re2.lly clue to the fnct thnt whe 
for the ti n e being Charles H'1nil ton wns M~rton Clif 
:ford, he oo :··pletely doffed the rr .ntl e of Fm.nk Ric h 
nrds, and .,,r..en he wP s writing r-i. bout Rookwood he fo 
got nil about St.Ji .::i' s . No on e CP.n sny , for instnn e 
t.hP.t HR:rry Wharton WP.s in r:.ny Wf',y n second To.o. llier 
There is no doubt tm t for yer-i.rs h e succe ed ed in 
being t hree nen 5 r..nd tl1F1.t wnsn ' t either hi .:iself' or 
Rn lp h RedWA.y or Miss Hildn Ric l1P.rds. TbP.t :F.y see n 
,.,, little involved , but rElf'!.ders will know v:hnt I 
ne8 n . The foregoing leads up to the topic of author 
and their mny pen :pa.mes - a fasoina ting topic whic 
bas :intriguecl me sinoe the far off da y s when I was 
a care-free boy. The details which follow .have bee 
gathered in various 'W8.ys; a. decided style v1hioh eas 
ily betmyed th e writers 1 hiding under another name. 
slips on the re.rt of the -edi tori A.l st2 .ff ; in:for.u H
tion :fro m authors and edit ors themselves; Rnd the 
help o:f good friends with a si.mi]p..r bent. 

Probably the best eXAmple of the author who 
simply oou.ld not disguise hirnsel:f WA.s deRr old J. N. 
Pentelo w. CRll himself J n ok North, Richq ,rd Rnndo l_ph 
or . what he liked his dinotive style stood ou t like 
n benoon light. Even r:hen r6Fl.ding one of his short 
sports articles there vms no need to loo k f or his 
initi a ls Ht the foot ., for you were A.VIP.re of him r.ft 
the f ir st :few pn~.grP .-phifr ; 

Othe rs ,.;ere not so eP.S'/ to de t eot. There vff'. s 
J)>.vi d Good win; for instr->.no e. He h" .d f". cri sp, une mg 

e:rP. t ed :::i l e \·Ji t 4, ver- :1 fevv nr:mnerisms to betrnz hi 



------------ 43 
I h'1d P. suspicion , hm ;ev0r, he \-ms P.lso John Trogel
lis P.nd I k8pt ey eyes open for inform=i .tion. Cnmc R 
time v,hen seri?.ls by both ~uthors ,ver e running in 
two of th~ "1.imlgi=urr:>.ted Press p~pers ?.t the Sf-1.me time. 
One dri.y I noticed thP, t the ChristiR.n DP..me of the he:r I:> 

of one story hP.d slipped into the plF.oe of the other. 
I remember how I seized on t.hn t clu:e \~·i th A feeling 
of' self'-sntisf'n.ction. I.P.ter ]):>.vid P.dmitted to me tmlt 
he wn s nlso John. (Continued) 

WtNTED: Bunter Court series of :Magnet. Buy or ex
ohange; or loan, please. A.lso :Magnets and S.0.L's . 
in general simila.r. 
W.E.Edwards, Ivydene, Solid Is.nes Doddinghurst , 
Brentwood, Essex . 
FOR s~ .. Ii&: Dective Weekly, 1 - 150; Thrillers ;Chums; 
Boys Heralds, l - 26; Champion s Vol.4; Pluok, Vol.1; 
Holiday ~nnuals, etc. tll bound. 
H.Dowler, 86 .Hamilton Road, Longsight, ~nohester 13 

Tom Armi te.ge, 205 Ba. tley Road, .t .. lvertllorpe, Vmke -
field, wishes to thank al .l who have assisted with 
titles for his records. Further titles would be very 
welcome. 

WANTED: Magnet No.l,626, and others near it. Sch
oolboys' Cmns, Number 283 (The Phantom of the High
lands) , 284 ( Ghost of :Bannington Grange) , and others. 
Good prices iaid. 
William L.Bo ·wden, 7 Pe:nry:µ Street, Redruth, Cornwall 

ITEMS OF INTEREST: 
Mr. F • .r .. ddington Symonds tells us in a oheecy let

ter that his prize novel ·with the unusue.i plot -
"Murder of Me 11 

( Chosen Books) sold immediate~ 100, 
000 oopies, and t.ha.t it is to be filmed. / .. lso t.ha t 
another prize story is being published is A. serial 
by Poorsons. Jrurther, he:: is busy with three more 
novels . .r .. 11 this in F.1.dditio:ri to his ev&ry-day vooe
tion. No 40-hour week for Mr.! .. dd:ington Symonds! 
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11r .R .:'... . Hud so n r 5 Tii:cofft l e Row , Lc ;;:ds) 10, spotte 

the f'oll owin g d:i.P.logct E::: in 1:The H"'.r ... gin g RopE/1 by Lr. r 
tin Ken t (El don Pr 8ss , Ltd.) : -

111'.F.ku ! efil fi ght i t OUt ~ you Id be sur pri sed l:OV/ 

.!IT1.ny :fri endships sv- .rt tbr-. t way :,: 
"Just li ke t he sc hoo l books 11

, mur.G1ou.red Diok 1 

11Bob Ohu rry A-nd HP.rry V/h".rto n, eh?" 
Dick En. t up. "I didn ' t know· yo u were r-. Mt1 gn et 

fn.n . Just f P. n cy t .h.n. t now . Y ou run r. cross I em P. ll ova 
t he vJOr l d. ; r 

" Grr ,n cl ~y s ! Yes , I used to bey it on t he wr-.y 
to sch oo l on EondA.y nornings, r .nd re::.d it r.11 the 
v,/P.y up th e rmd . I 11vRs P.lwr.1.ys J.Ate on Mond'l.ys. 11 

Dear old Har ry Vlharton & Co . Thei r na mes will 
never di e . 'fbanks , Reg . r&lgnetit es will be i n terest
ed. (Edi tor). 

MORE BOUC}UE'T~: 

Warmest felioi ta tions on y our spl en d id ventur e. 
I wish it a record lon g life fo r it is b ril liant~ v 
produced and edi ted . Your tribute t o lvir . Gender .n:ost 
ebsorbing , 

R • .4. .H. Goody .eer , Win te rgreen , 
Whea t cr oft , Scarboro ugh . 

Oon g:ratu.J.e .tio n s on a really s plend id effort . Be
liev e me I shall look forwar d to ge ttin g my copy 
re gu]E. r ~ i n future. 

Lesli e Vosp er , 13 Kin.let Road ) 
Shoote r s Hill ~ S.E .1 8 . 

Very favour.abl y i mpr e ss ed with N"o. l , and ver:_r 
keen to se e No. 2. The du p li oo. ting has been done very 
succ ess :f'u..1J¥ and has been turned out mu.oh better 
than I would hav e expe cted. 

R.M.Jenkins Oel.:fb , 2 Town Hall Rot",d ~ 
HcVA.nt, Han ts • 

. :.. 



BLAKIANA 

t se ct io n of the "Collect or s' Di ges t 11 de voted to 
the Man :fr om Faker Str eet, Sexto n Bla1'::e. ~ll oo.ll1IlIUl1-
ica tions relatin g to Blake matters , i noluding le tterr, 
fro m members of the Sexton Blake Corre sp on dence Club, to be a dd ressed to H.M.Bond , 172~ Caerphilly Road, 
Birchgrove , Cardif f . 

THE EDITOR S~YS: 
That at the ti me of writing th is s econd Edit or

ial I hav e not ye t had any co mments r ega rdi ng No. l 
of "Bla.kia:na. 11 

, but it .has on)¥' just .r::a de its app ear
anc e a nd so we mu.st wa.it U11til th ~ n ex t issu e in ord er to discuss ar-iy brickbats or bouquets tha t rray 
co m.e our way. I si n cer e ly hope, howeve r , that th e contents of No .2 wi ll pl ea s e you even mor ~ tha n 
those of No.l . I was mos t fortunate to obta in, et short no t ice , the splendid tribut e to t he work of 
tha t clever BJ..nke l'lrtist , Eri c R.~rk er ~ nnd P.lt hou g 1 th e nuthor vJis he s to hide his li gh t under thl:3 proverbi a l bushel I thi?1..k I might w,.y th <1. t he .hP-s so me 
oJ.ai.m. to disti nction i n t h s:: n rtistic filj l d. I ?.m sux ~ you will P..ll enjoy his n rtiole and I hop8 that I 
shF.ll be nb1 e to gi v 8 yo u .mor e fron hi s pen P. t Po. J.r-.t er dr,t e . I should r:ru.oh r:!.ppreciR t e oom.r:1ents on 
this ite m by the wny. The second fenture of our 2nd 
is sue is contributed by mysel.:f . This t".rtiole wns 
ori gi.nn lly soh edul ed fo r publioo.tio n in "The Story Pnp er Collector" but owin g to tht:3 unf'ortune te: sus 
pe ns io n of thP.t ~lUP. bl e pp,pa r this \:YP.S impossible 
nnd s o I consi de r e d thP . t it would be of int ere s t to you in "BlAk:i..ruJC,". I h-:i.d hop e d to inolude nnoth er 
BlP. ke Cros wword in thi s issu (; but ::i.s you Hill ret\lis e th e oompi1Ation of suoh r. puzzle is fAr .fro .o 
er.sy owing to the very limit e d number of mmes l'\nd 
words to be used , r>.n d so, P.t the mooent, puz z le No. ~ is still in the embryo s-ui.ge . I hope, however, thn.t some of you Olub members will try P.nd mk e up a puzzl e of ai ni ls.r nature . We shall be pleased to pu b
lis h it, or any ot her type of puzzle :for that r:s. t t er t 



.~~~~~~~~~~~~- 46 ~~~~~~~~~--------
so long , o:f co;ll'se > t.b..at it deals v:ith Se:x:ton ::SJE.k e 
ca terial. 

The re-a.ppee .ra n ce of Rex Ha.ndinge vfith a story 
in one of the Octo b er issues of t he S.B . L. bas 
caused quite a bit of controversy. It ;3.pp ears tbs. t 
nost of the old Bla ke fans t h inl{ it a very poor 
effort and I 1:!!U.St ~y t.hat I agree with wost of the 
adverse critiois~. In the first place the plot is 
very wee.le a..nd the c.ha:ra cters weaker ! There did not 
see n to be ~ny tangible olu.es, and, as one nenber 
put it, the author a. l.no st convinced him tm t Blake 
was the r.rurderer ! This 'I of oou.rse 'I wn s A.n e:xs gger
n tion 1 but it certainly ,m.s l:".11 very confusing nnd 
I feel that ~lrr.HF.'.ndinge should be wnrned thnt he 
wi ll lose Rll his old friends if he continues to 
write in such Fl. IE.nner. A.s lr .s been the onse in 
neo.rly all the reqent BJJ,.ke stories s the e,t Dosphere 
'.'IRS yery poor 9 P..lld BJ.ri.ke n :fnr :fron hur:F.n chnrncter 
just P.nother 'tees in fr-.ct. We ~\·,rr1.i t the r->.p per--.rnnce 
(ns prom.sed by the Editor) of P.nother old contrib
utor 9 Vfr->.rwick Jnrdine, P.nd we hope th ". t he will not 
mke the msi:? ,1~~ of frtlling into the snrierut ns th 1~ 
r.r. joritJ of th e nodern ,vriters. 

In oonclusion 1 rn.y I once f'.gni.n e sk n.11 you 
readers, nnd club oenbe rs in i:nrticuJr.r s to get 
crnold.ng on those ider.s you lr .ve :for l".rticles ! We 
vvnnt I en nJ.J.. If you P.re n. BlP.lce fr ,n this is YOUR 
:pr.per ~nd we ·wp.nt YOUR contributions. 

Cheerio for now, 
H. M. BOND. 

NEXT ISroE: 

''I visit Br.ker Street n - No.l. 
S.exton BlP.ke Quiz - No. 2. 

THE SEXTON BL~KE OORRES:PONIEMOE OLCIB: 

We hP.ve pler,.sure in welconing three new nenbers 
to the Olub. (.lotunlfy Mr.Stowe I s n-"'\ne should h"'.ve 
Bppeared in No.l. Apologies , Dennis.) 

1
22) Dennis E. Stowe, 695 Queslet-t Rd. ,Birng 

I 
h"'.o , 22.A 

23) D.Ford , 42 West Bond Street, Mr.i.cclesfie ld. 
24) Henry J .H.~.rtlett, PeP.S Hill) Sbipton Gorge ) 

Brid.f'ort, Dorset. 
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'.,rHE .4. RT OF ERIC P4. RKE~: By "N eoo 11 

What is~~ conc ep tion of Sexton B:W.ke? Of Tinker ? Of :rrirs. r ell? O:f Insp.Coutts ? Wu Ling? Zeni th the 4.lbino? Plw.:imer? Rymer? Sir Henry Fair:f a x? 
Your answers to these and e. sco re of similar ques tions depend al!nost certainly on the i ~p r ess ions y ou have absorbe d of the v-10rk of one mn j Eric B..Par ker. 
It is rrany yea rs now since . this brilliant illus trator :fi rst showed the followe rs of the Sexton Blak saga how little they, and other illustrators, really knew of the characters ·.vho Here a lre E.dy wor ld - :famous . No portrait of the artist 1 so fa r n s I nn R\°i'fl.r e, has ever appeared, to acknowledge the fP.ot, but it is quite oerinin t.h?.t to 'ERP' bolongs the credit fo r 

the 'authenticity' and conviction of the nentnl portraits in th e minds of seve:rnl g~ne~.tions of U .J . , 
D. W. , A.nd S.B.L. rer.de r s . 

Not nlw;::i.y s ~.s Eric Pr .rk er th ~ brillir.nt dr nught mn he ~s now b eco!!le . By co .ol)flrison with his pre~ent polished :te chn iqu e A.nd d~ft style, his ef\rly wor wr,s 1=1.d1!li ttedly crud~. But nlv.JP.ys - even in t he enrly nineteen-twenties, it vr..s in Advnnoe of th e work of his oontempo:rnries. ~lvmys i t hP.d r. sliclmess (l.nd mgnetisI!l tilt.'.t enh-":.nced the R tt :rnotiv eness of th e text ::\nd g/1,ve vivid r en lism. to the chn:rr'.ote r s r.nd th e P.tnosphere. 
1Atoosphere ' is, I think , the secret of P1'.rker ' s power. Hi 's delin8f'.tion of the chnrnct er s hr'1S c.hnnged v'.'i th th e yer?.rs: his c:mftsm nship h':.s w .ture d ; but t he P.to.osphere of his \vork h~d r..lv.'r:'.ys been individ w-. And unnistnlw,b l e - whether i n the sonbre gloo o of th e Fri.ris Of>. trtconbs, th~ v~. st SJ1:?.oes of P. ' WE:stern' or 'ERstern' lo or..le, or even in those delightfu l 

cn ceos illustrr.ting the hunours of 'Ti nker's Note book ' Rnd th e ' Detective Su9plenent' . 
Of Sex ton BlP.ke hioself' it is ~fe to s,:,..y t.hf'. t Eric Pr.rke r is th~ only possible po rtrBitist. The unique o.hf".r!l of the fRLlous Bust \"IP.S no nore ty p:i Cf'.1 of the gre::-. t detective t!l!'.n hP,ve been been ~. thous n.nd or n ore bJr.ok Fl.nd white s lret ohes. It .hns, in fr.c , bee n true thP.t often Erio pgrker illust:rF'.tions .lmvo ~r esented R fnr bett er pictur e of th8 i nJ.ortr\l s leut 



~~~~~~--~--~--~ 48 

t mn hr1.s t he s tory t he y hP.v e illus t ~ .ted. 
~nd y et 'E RP · S' .Bla ke 11a s not alwa ~r s been the 

sa !:le ! Once he was a t hi.."l m .n with a mop of cu:r)s' .hA · • 
Ie.ter he beoa 1:1e rat h er n ore burly F.tnd his .hair pro
portiona.te]Jr t h inner! There was a peri od when h e wa 
d:m.vm too mil and gaunt for reA.liSI:1 - but inVF.ri.A.b 
}>,:l.rker's Blake was the best of his time. Blake in 
essenoe. Eve n the sha.pe of the :famous nose h.-i.s vn rie 
fro n period to period - but in Park er ' s work th e det 
eotive oould P-lv,n:,.ys b e recognised by his nose Rnd hi 
poise - by the lift of F'. bro v, or the turn of P.r:;. eye . 
By his smdo- 1v ! Even in disguise! 

~f'ter his p ortreyP.T of Bl Rke hins el.f, FP.rker 's 
grep, test triunph, in oy opinion, WP.s the penetrn.t:j.ng 
r epresenta.t io n of Det~ -Insp.O.outts. Agres sive, ooo k
aure, burly, buoolio, Coutts as he should be ; Coutts 
r. s he is - bu.t Coutts R S no othe r Artist ms ev e r 
portrayod hiD . 

But it wns not onJ.,y in the ~cute percepti on of 
p.hysiognoqy- nnd physique tlw.t FP.rk er bF.d A.l wP.ys ex
c elled. EqUP.l.J.y in porm n t ha s be ~n hi s IJP.ste r ly intr -
due ti on of oonvinoing 'pro ps ' • WbP. teve r t he scen e or 
the uood , so ne whore in the sk e toh would be sonething 
distinctiv e t o he ig h ten it s rl.3f!.lis u . The poou lir .r 
JF.rnphornF-lin of t.I-iP.t p:-.rtioulf\r Jr .rt of the world 
wn s Blwr\ys exe r.1plified by so ne u.nobs tru.sive but ess 
entiP. l detr:dl • 

. ~nd too, in J?r'.rker' s 11ork the clothin g of his 
o.h8rRot er s h '1.S r>.l.....,.,.ys b een in 'o h ...... :rr.cter'. E8se n ti n l 
~ ' ri ght'. Right for thg Oha~.c t er, ri ght for the 
o ir ounstP.noes , right for th 8 sari.son, right for th e 
period. n ot for FP.r ker the c le n entr .ry devi s~ of port 
myin g All th e vil J.ains in s louc h Jr. t s rmd long ove r 
o G".ts . Not for hin t he:: dnted styl e. Is th (;lr e r·. ()(.\r 
in the sketoh? Then it 1 1;, th tl lntest n od el ! '· Girl? 
Then her dress e.nd ooiffure f".re in t he height of 
fr .shion. t.. tp .bl e - ]r. np ? P, c.bn ir? r>. telephone? Then y o 
Of'.n d epe nd th r.t they' re 1F. 11". node 1 • 

Not f or ~rker, e ithe r , th t: oonvenienoe of ."". fev,1 
stook poses ~ t h e forr:rulP. for "· lJ.-n.nd , th e ef".sy pro
file, th e conve n tiol:1.A.1. pers ptiotiv e . J .. nd y et , v, i th it 

l
fll.l, h e c onbin e s an ~ppeP.rr ,noe of r-.JT , 7.ing f P.cili ty . 

:"nd his ra cial types. No pigtail e.nd .;JB.nda r in' s 
_o_ap to tell you that a Pa r ker character i s Chi,."1.ese ! 
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Totally unnecessars. In fact, one of his ~st typic
ally-brilliant Chinese characterisa.tions 1 Dr . Li Sint 
appeared usually in Western evening-garb. 

So one might continue the list of individual 
traits in :Parker's fascinating style . His brilliant 
use of shadows ( if the oxymoron is permissible). His 
colour-sense, as exemplified in the 3-colour S.B. 
Li brory and _: __ miual covers, and in the equally diatin 
ctive 2-colour covers of the old Union Jack. 

Seldom can it truthfully be claimed tba t any nnn 
is indispensible; but to replace E .R.P. as an illus
t:rP.tor of Sexton Blake stories I cP.n i m gine liteml
ly no one. He is in F4. class 11inrt, A.nd of him it CP.n 
be sa id - as of few artiste - that he reveals, by 
virtue of his own brilliRnt inF..giDP.tion , mu.ch that 
would otherwise be indiscernible not only to the eye 
of the ren.der, but to th e mind of the author. 

It ~ .s in Sexton Bln.ke stories that ERP found hi~ 
metier and made his deserved reputation , nnd it is 
fortunP,t e that the S.B . L. still co.l!lIIltlnds his brush. 
Let us hope thP. t the antici_pn. ted return of a Sexton 
Bmke Weekly will evoke more of the unique skill in 
bJRck-P .nd-white of his equally fRcile pen. 

The too st is : "Eric R. Pr\rker - cre::i. tor of 'tnlk, 
in,g pictures!" 

TEE TRl\. VE LLING DE TECTIVE : By H.M.Bond •. 

Being a fe w recollections of the foreign advent
ures of Sexton Bla ke and some of the authors r espon
sible for recording them • . . . 

The more I turn the many pages o~ my collection 
of Sexton Blake stories the more I realise what a 
vast amount of trav el that has been done ·by this fam 
ous character. In the early days of the Union Jack 
2nd series, between the years 1905 ·and l9l5 th ere 
were a considerable number of -yarns of foreign :~ 
adventure, but this number was far exceeded from tba 
tim e on. Not only was the Union Jac k the only publi
she r of th ese 'tee adventure st ories of Blake thoug . 
The very first numbers of th e Sexton Blak e Libmry i: 
1915 wer e set in f oreign parts and a w.ry larg e pro
portion of th ~ suc ce eding librari es were so devot ed. 



j- ··--- - ---- 50 

· As one would in:r;g in e the r8 .hP.v e be~n nume r ous P.uthor 

o:f Sex ton Blr"l.ke storil::lS \,h o JJP.ve been world trnve l-

1er s, so.me o:f t hem v ery well known to most old S. B. 

:fP.ns, n.nd t hey hP.d t h E: .hP,ppy knn o_k o:f b l end ing t he ir 

O\:Jil expe ri en c e s into t h~ stories . As i s to be imr:'.g

ined t h i s fr>. ct l en t R.n e ir of ,,,ut hen tici ty to the 

yr:.rns Fl,nd on t:1 :fol t instin otiv ely thP . t n certnin 

81J_thor thorou g!1ly kn~w the p lr. oes or chAl'P.oters he 

\~.s vvriti ng nbout. 
The first ~uthor I brin g to mind is Cecil Hlyte~ 

'{,h o \ ff'. s r es ponsi bl.3 :for t!Y'. t stnunoh n. lly of Bl nke , s 

Lo b;ngu t h.a Zul u . :Mr . R".yter P. lso oren. ted Sir Ri ch<1rd 

Los~l;;, 7 11ho vff'.S P., fri end of the detectiv e 's when both 

\1~r e r .t sc h ool • .A.otu.""dly t h~ his t ory o:f their sub 

s e quent ri se to f~me in th e uph olding of th e i~w, 
one i..11. Lon d on P.nd t he oth er in d.9.rkest Af ric n is P. 

little bP.zy, but long P.fter Losely r.ppeared in Mr. 

HP.yt er s 'S ex ton 131.P.ke P. t Ox:for d I there P.pp eAred in 

the oJ.d Un ion Jr. ck, s torie s of t he ir neetin~s in t he 

d~r k co ntin ent , And Lo~ .n gu WRS introduced in one of 

the se . HE=i cn :.ic t o stny. Ir.ter on th"".t great t:?."nvelle 

Re x Hnndingc r-.dopte:d Mr . H"'.yter ' s :ff'.nous ch'-"l.:rnct ers 

~nd t he r e sult v.J1'1.s good. I ~upp ose it ca n be said 

t.:iat P..ex Handing e was, and sti ll is j the Dost t rav

ell ed of Bl.alee a u t h ors. Hi s wanderings t hrough 

Afr i ca have provide d Llat erial f or an exc el lent trav 

b oo k calle d ' South 4.frica.n Cind er ella '. I ex p ect no 

readers inter este d in t he older Blake stories will 

reoe.11 his uniq u e yarn ' The Black Cloud'. Yes ) BJ..ak 

oertain.J..y had so 1:J.e spin e ch illi ng adventures t hrou g 

the ned iUI.:1 of 1' .. Ir. Ha.ndinge . 
An dr E:L' Mw.~ray cau s ed Bl ak e to travel to r::nny 

di ffe r ent oli n es and se en ed to write wi t h so ne nut h 

ori ty on then all. His stories set in the l.'iiddle 

East wer e o:f a v ery high sta n d.fl.rd Rnd he wP.s ~ rti 

oula r:cy at ho ne in Pa le stine . How .rn.ny r1:;Dt:!?,ber h i 

wonde r tf>.le "Th e Mosque o:f the IYr.hdi' pub li sl! ed in 

No . 52 of the s. B.L., 1st s eriEls? A :few tit les of 

Tuir . Mux:rn.y ' s stories wil l oonvey to the r~ ~d er the 

ty pe he speoi a lised in. All th e title s I quote were 

publis hed ib th e 1st series of th~ Se),..-ton B1P.ke Li b 

rery. No. 4 'T ha R,-:1. j P.h' s Revenge' ( IndiP . ); No. 84 

1 Settl 13r or S].p.,ver 1 (4 frion) ; lfo . 88 ' Tha M:ndn.rin I s 

S on' (Ohina); No. 315 'T h.a Sh~ikh r s Son' (N .Af ric n.); 
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No.53 1 '.r·hd Se cret of t he Glr·.ci1.;r 1 r--:nd J\To,73 ' North 
of 5 5° ' ( The Frozei1 Horth) . There is no doubt t.hr , t 
'~ndre v-J I:.fu..rr,,.y ',v~. s i ndeed r:•, i:1ost vers.-..,, tile writer P.nd 
he wil l be re ::1e1:lbered wit h plen.sure for n lon g ti De. 

(Continued) 

· SOLUTION TO S ·;B'~· 

CONTROVERSY:; 

As I stated in :w first editorial the c.D. wil l 
welco n e letters fro 2 readers es pecia lly if they are 
of a critical nature 1 for there is nothing so inter
esting as an exchange of views. We bavE: just receive 
the follo v1ing l ette r fro:.:..i Mr. Wn. Colco ~~1be of -Southend 
on Sea: -

Dear Edi tor 1 

It bas alwa y s been a puzzl~ to 2.:_1e the big a .:1ou
n t of ad::ri.ra tion that G. H. Teed bad envoked froo. 
Blake fans . ~drJi ttedly a fine descriptive writer, 
but surely the:: first thin g a writer · of Sexton 
Blake stories should do is to vJri te n deteotive 
story not~ travelogue on ·chil'lA or N.Africn or 
so.uev·1here equally renote, a:f_ter :=i.11 , if one ~Jan.ts 
~ travel book one prefers to buy one as such , not 
n book n:i.sque:rA.ding Rs n dete ·ctiv~ story which is 
nll G.H .Te~d's stories ~re . 

Yours truly . 
Wn. Colco d oe . 

:No doubt ~ny re p_ders will vlish to reply to 1'/Ir. 
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Ooloo.i:J.be and I shall welcome their re.IIErks . .t~s G.H. 
Teed was ) a nd still is , mJ own special favourite 
writer of Sexton Blake or an y ot her stories > I feel 
tl1a t I should set th~ "oo.11 rollin g and ss .y w.ha t I 
think. In the first pla;oe it was never i n tended that 
.t..LL Blake st ories shouJ:d b e sheer detecti ve st ories . 
The old U .J. catered :for readers o:f a ll age s and 
-tastes e.nd llB:n.Y of them were ke~ n on stories set 
r:J.broed, not merely detective st 9ries so long ns th ey 

:foo tu.red their favo~:E--t .~ oharaote r Sexton Blake. Be 
ing thB.t 13.s it my it '°'ook a very clever writer to 
oombine Fl.dven-tu.re wi tn }-<leteotion 1lnd -ther e h-"ls never 
been ~nyone wh o oould ·nandle such stories P. s Mr . Teed 
Not only did he 're.se most of .his stories upon his 
ov.n persoml ex pe rienQe .. but he n:ad·e o:f BlP.ke n nnn 
who v'ISS a hu.man being e.~ "vell f\~ ·,... _-sleuth , not, ns 

so me o:f his oontempom~ies ; n nRn ;Ji th second sight. 
Oomp=i.re the Eng lis h o:f,·~.Teed ,with thP.t of most 
other B]r-1.ke F\U thors n.n<l'\'·yo~ wi..11 see the diff eren.ce. 
A.nd in F:.ny on.se nli hi~ ij3 t9.ries were nc;>t set in fo r-
eign ~olimes, I oon giv ~ "detP.ils o.f dozens of splendi 
yfl.rns ,,Jith looale not t,tr from London. And who orent , 
th e or~m .of the U. J. -~d S. B. L. orinii.m 1 o.br.rn oters . 

Wf',s it not s:mr-. ~eed wi t-~~s Yvonne, Ro~ne, Yiu Ling, 
Rymer, HSUJ. Fs i 1 SP.n, . ~~e _ .GP.1-"1.nte sP.nd P. host o:f 
others. And Ag,=!.in top:i!oali ty ! Every ill.eed story I on 
r emem~ l:iP.d some biin;i-lng u pon ri. ~0-piq:, .l them e. He 
v\lns ~iwnys on the spd:£;: Rs it werej n.nd f§We his 
rS'\ders stories thr.t ~er:i.thed 1',otur· .lity. 

It is obvious tbat ;~riend Colco mbe is not a lo ve 
o:f Teed · stories be oa.use ·1re is a lover of det .ective 
stories ·onJg and the:re,o~e n ot ·ets-:-·k~'e:n:<a Blake :fan 
as he woul d have us · bel4,.eve, for if he wer .e rea.lzy 
l ·JO% :for Blake he woul ~e only .~ ~c~r wilJ.:i:ng _to prai 
Teed ,_ the IIBn wh"O did ~e. :for tb:e , cha:m~ter we kho 
and lov e than any ~ O~?,~;~i ter. V.ery o~_~en a ood ~e 
eotive story oe.n b.eo~:.~~est seller ~imply beoaus 
i t• s author is a. rmst . the a.rt ·:o:f writing. G. H. 
Te ed was e. mater of ..,,fllttpig '.tihe -~JF..ke story Rnd I 
think tmt i:f vot es wde' oost he ·would inevitt:i .bly 

be at the to p pf the --po-3tt. The ::::: di tor. 


